
LETTERS ON TOPICS OF THE DAY.
Uö«Dcmocratic Primaries.

Editor, of The Times-Dispatch ¡
Sit·:.III your paper of Sunday, Febru¬

ary 7, J004, yon haVo published the View«
of vnrlou» genllemon on tho primary
plan adopted by Mm Norfolk Convention
In 1001, In adding my views to llioeo of
others, by your permission Î will en¬

deavor to point" out tho fact that the
trroat mass of' the Democratic voters do
not really fully approdato tho primary
plan we' hbw havo- under tho rules of
Ihn Demoorallo Committee, and further,
that when they really como to tirtdor-
nl.aiid It In It« entirely, there will bo a
grout danger confronting tho party.
Them Is no uso In using high, sounding
phrases about this primary plan or deck¬
ing to c.ovor up Ita real gist In thö Hal¬
tering assertion that. Its authors want
the pedplo to have a direct vólco In nam¬

ing their candidates for· Democratic of¬
fice». This Idea. If carried out," Is un¬

doubtedly honoBt nnd Democratic; but
when a plan defeats and kills tho very
object which it profeeses to advance, such
? plan Is nothing less than hypocrisy of
the rankest kind, and It will not fool tho
people all tho timo. Mr, John S. Patton,··
p,f tho Seventh DIatrlct, suggests tho real
milk In Mio cocoanut when ho saya In his
reply: "That the dangers of Mil« kind'of
a primary 1« that, it imposes burdens of
ß. financial naturo which closes all Aven¬
ues to public honors to all but. tho
wealthy." If this bo true, can such a

plan bo correct In principle? Or can It
In any senso bo Democratic?
Under this plan the candidates have

to bear tho expenses of these primaries.
If the obice In voted for by the whole
Stale, Mien M.o candidate's expenses are
his purl for opening about 3,500 pre¬
cinct» at from $10· to $15 a precinct. If
It Is for Congress, unaer our apportion¬
ment, It I» hi« part of about ohe-tentb
Mm amount for tho whole State. If you
are nominated for a State olllce, such as
Governor, there your primary expenses
are. nearly as much as Mio salary of the'
Governor for four years. If for Congress
It i» about one-fourth of the salary for,
/your term of two years. If no opposi-
Won' appears for Governor, then euch
Stato officers as havo opposition will
bave to foot tho bills. If only one of the
t lokcls has opposition (such a» Attorney-
General), he and hi« opponents will have
to foot the entire bill for the State pri¬
mary. In oil coses whero there I» no op¬
position'," the nominal committeo declares
(he only candidates applying for any
particular office the comineo by a formal
announcement, with no other sanction
for these candidate» than the commit¬
teo'» »ay »o on an arbitrary rule of tho
State Committee.
The main cause of the failure of oppo-

»Itlon was not nnd Is not the strength of
the candidate, but the mero fact that no

other person eligible has sufficient ready
rash to try conclusions with the man in
office or with tho candidate to whom the
enormous expense of running and paying
for a State election out of his own pock¬
et is no consideration. This Is the «ta¬
tù». The mere fact that Mr. Jones
Mr. Smith' is In love with the plan be¬
cause lui can "stand pat" with himself or

his cash cuts no figure. Now this Is an
officiai trust for tboso with finances. It
rOiould be named "The Freeze-out Plan."
This plan come» with poor grace from
purlKts who know they havo «rash; It Is
a case of heads I win. tails you lose. It
Is all very flattering to the dear people
to want them to*1 have a direct voice in
naming their candidate», but to hold, out
to them with ono hand this plan and then
with tho other band to gag them and
blod them hand and foot, limiting their
choice to a man with large cash afieets
Vufnclont to pay for a State election," is
rank insincerity and cuts all poor young

tuen fritti all avenues of public useful¬
ness, Thin money ¡or Umso primarles
goes to the various precinct officers In
lh« Stale whom these purists sooni
ways so afraid óf corrupting that It «corns
that eventually they doslro lo have the
"whole political otttnt" oí Ihn State With
wings only ai the ilnanelnl kind, of their
pattern, and at tho same timo to blow,
snort and haVo spasms on tho purity of
elections. No ejection Is' ever pure in
their estimation unless It evolves by
«omo means a candidalo from the "Oill-
cial Trust." Now hero Is'the place where
tho Democratic parly Is rapidly n.flhg
llsclt fot' "political harbltarl." If you |
drlVo tho middle classes out of your par¬
ty, lind their friends, whero will the
Democratic/' party hn? Who would ever

recognize a Democratic party with cash
a« Its only sign and pass word? It seems
that tho Democratic parly Is passing
from It fundamental principles of equnll-
ty to tho schemes of tho trust promoters
und stock wnterers for its family law.
Those vociferous so-called purity

screamers who use expletives ,and Bll-
llgsgato of the lowest grado against those
who differ with them may puff thorn«·
selves up as statesmen and scare tho
Idiots, parasites ·??«1 lunatics of the
State. But it ls hoped there nt-o enough
real men in the State who don't mind
their ravings and cries of "Stop thief,"
who don't mind newspaper reputations
of tho pald-for variety, sons of men 'who
boar nn«l forbear, but who are the "real
thing" when it comes to- a "show down"
on boldness or cvori recklessness. If need
be. You can't frighten the people of

Virginia on their own honesty. Integrity,
or courage, Individually or collectively;
not yet awhile, 1 opine, It hns come to
a, pretty pass when there aren't more

than ono or two brave men left in Vir¬
ginia, as somo people seem to think, and
wo all must bo getting- to be afraid of

ghosts ond dragons, with only ono or two
of us left who can conquer theeo dread¬
ed hydrai-headed monsters, and unfor¬
tunately for tho "Old State" these one

or two'Crusaders aro now in Washington
voting rarely and drawing a salary regu-
larly.
Since writing the above 1 see tho Leg¬

islature on the 11 th of January, 1004,
page fCtS Acts, Sec. 122 p., has attempted
to legalize a primary plan for all politi¬
cal parties by Inserting the plan bodily j
In nn act entitled "An act to amend and |
re-enact chapter 10, Codo of Virginia,
18S7. In référença to general and spedai
elections;" but primary elections are not
mentioned In tho title to this act, which
Is requisite for valid legislation on the
subject of primary elections, which ap¬

pear to require a special law with a cor¬

rect title. It. should be noted, too, that
general elections and special elections as

contemplated by chapter 10 of the Code
are elections to hold office and ¡ire not
mere elections nominating candidates for
various political pttrties to run in general
and spoetai elections with the right to

hold office. No one can tell 'whether our

court« under such a defective law will
rule that cities, towns and counties are

bound to' pay the expenses of thes«
"many-proposed*· primary elections as

well as the expenses of the regular gen¬
eral and special elections to hold office.
Can cltle«, towns and counties bo ,com-
.pellcd in any event to pay for all sorts
of elections gotten up by any kind of a

political party, however insignificant and
unimportant?

ROBERT D. YANCEY.
Hynchburg, Va., Feb. 10th.

» ,

Mr. Richards's View.
Editor of Thè Tlmes-Dlspach:
Sir,.Absence from my office prevented

an earlier reply to your letter concerning

Ihn ^primary plan. Upmi my return, 1)
proceed to answer your Inquiries,

J. I think that the pcoplo o< my seo-
llnn favor the primary plan'for rinmlna-
tlone for public ofllcc. This feeling doos
not briso from partisan preference or
factional allegiance, but Is due to tho be¬
lief that Mm primary system Is Ihn best
and most satisfactory means of ascer¬
taining and enforcing the destro of tho
majority of Democrats n» to their party
candidates.

2. I was a member of tho sitbcotn-
mllco appointed by Chairman Elly»on to.
draft' a primary plan to bo presented to
tho Hiato Committee, and Was the only
membar of that subcommittee who ex¬

pressed any opposition to the viva, voce

syslem of voting, though ? yielded readi¬
ly to the opinions of my Colleagues In fa¬
vor of it. While there aro many argu¬
menta In favor of tho viva voce plan,
there aer more than countervailing ob¬
jection» to It, and 1 havo no doubt that
whether the future of tho primary lie
decided by the State Committee'or by the
Legislature, this feature will bo' elimi¬
nated, ?

a, I have road the primary bill Intro¬
duced by Senator Machen, but have not
a copy at hand as I, write. If the Legis¬
lature is to doal with the question of a

party primary without going to tho full
length of adopting a hard and fast com¬

pulsory primary law, thon, within the
field which It proposes to cover, I
gard tho Machen bill as on the wholo
meritorious. I cannot now recall all of
Its details. One, however, impreiisos me1
lis of doubtful wisdom. I refer to tho
proposed participation of the Circuit
Judgei In toh selection of officials to con¬

duct the primary. Tho Constitutional
Convention and the Legislature have, In
several instances, Imposed upon tho Cir¬
cuit, judges duties of appointment In
connection with election machinery. I
think this unfortunate. Did our judge»
hold their offices by life tenure, they
might bo nbovo the possibility of tho
"suspicion of self-lnterost In the dlschargo
of such functions, but as It is in Vir¬
ginia, It is too much to hope that In
heated political contests It will not often
be charged and felt, whether justly or

unjustly, that judges in making such
appolntmens Iiav^j been swayed by per¬
sonal and selfish considerations. The ef¬
fect would· be to diminish, in some meas¬
ure, that lofty respect for tho judiciary
which It is »o Important should exist
among the people.

¦t. Wherever either candidates or dele¬
gates are to be selected by popular vote, 1
regard the primary pion as much better
than the. old system of mass-meetings,
with their wrang|lngs, their contentions,
their disputes. But for all offices, other
than United States senator. Governor,
and other State officials, that i« for
members of Congress, members of tho
Legislature and county and city offices,
I am disposed to leave to the congres¬
sional commlttçes and the local organi¬
zations the question whether such of¬
ficers shall be voted for directly or nom¬
inated by a delegated convention. One
objection urged against the primary plan
lias been that it does away with conven¬
tions and lessens the enthusiasm which
Is stimulated by party gatherings. If
tho view Just outlined should prevail, It
would bo In the power and discretion of
the party organization referred to to have
occasionally such old-fashioned assem¬

blages of the faithful.
5, The questions upon which you have

Interrogated mo are large and many-
sided.'and I hesitate, without further
study of a subject which Is to be viewed
in so many aspects, to express a final
opinion upon it. Personally, however, I
am inclined to favor, so far as nomina·

Mffi INDICATIONS
OF BAD
OLD SORES
ULCERS
ABSCESSES

There is no better evidence of a bad condition of the blood
and unhealthy state of the system than a sore that won't heal, or

a festering, discharging Ulcer or Abscess. There are many ways
by which the blood may become contaminated and poisoned. A
long «spell of malarial fever or other debilitating, sickness, the
excessive nse of mercury in certain diseases, inactive kidneys and

torpid liver, exposure and lack of nourishing food,, weaken the constitution and cause

the system to become'congested with impurities which are taken up by the blooa, and
wherever the'flesh is bruised,or scratched a festering sore or discharging ulcer begins.
A boil or blister, pimple or burn often develops into a frightful looking sore because of
the unhealthy condition of the blood, and the place will continue to grow and spread, finally
reaching the bones and causing'them to decay unless
the blood is purged and purified and the system thor¬
oughly cleansed of all morbid and unhealthy accumu¬

lations. This cannot be done with washes, salves and
soaps, which only'afford temporary relief.

Such things neither make the blood any purer -nor

the system any cleaner, and to depend upon them alone ^ead'quite"'a little and the skin about the
is suicidal and senseless. The sore or ulcer is only a' ?_ore .&B discolored. After treating it for

symptom, an outlet for the poisons circulating in the
blood, and, as long as it remains impure the sore will
never heal. It may scab over and appear to be getting
well, but a fresh outpour of matter from the diseased
blood starts it again, and thus it goes on, sometimes
for 3'ears;, slowly sapping away the life of the patient.

The only way to get rid of these disgusting evi¬
dences of ????µGe blood is to remove the cause by
purifying the polluted blood, and nothing does this so

surely aud effectively as S. S. S. It. drives out of the
circulation impurities and germs of every kind; aud
under the tonic effect of this great remedy the general
health rapidly recuperates and brokeu-dowu constitu¬
tions are built up and strength and vigor are restored
to all parts of the system. When S.S.S. gets into the
circulation, impurities that have been clogging the
blood and causing the old sore or ulcer, are driven out
through the natural channels of the body, and the
'place begins to heal, the 'discharge gradually ceases,
new flesh forms and smooth, healthy skin hides all signs of the paiuful, sickening sore.

^^ ,^???^^. ,^?^^ S. S. S, is an entirely vegetable remedy, containing
both purifying and tonic properties, making it tlie ideal
medicine where the blood is out of order and the health
undermined by some previous ailment resulting in
chronic sores, ulcers, boils or abscesses.

A sore that does not heal promptly, no matter how
small, will bear watching. It is a sure indication of bad

blood, aud may develop into something far more serious than a common ulcer. It may
be Cancef, Through our medical department we are rendering valuable help to those
afflicted with sores and ulcers of various kinds, Write us, and our physicians will advise
you without charge. ' THE SWIFT SPECIFIC COMPANY, ATLANTA, 6A,

Konton, Ohio, Aug. 23, 1903.
Some eight years ago a small blister

appeared on my upper lip. I tried several
local applications in an effort to heal it, but
without avail. Finally I consulted a dootor,
but the sore did not yield to his .treatment,
so ooasulted another without any better
results. The third dootor pronounced it
Eczema. The sore in the meantime had

Eozema and not getting any better, the doc¬
tor pronounoad it Epithelloma Oanoer, and
advised that I go to Chicago and have it ont
out. I did not do this, but having had S. S. S.
recommended to me by a couple of friends, I
began its use, and the sore soon began to
heal, and after using some six bottles of the
medicine it healed up entirely, and has sever
returned. Several years have elapsed sinoe
its disappearance. JOHN.L. SAMS.

New Castle, Pa.
I was the viotim of a severe burn, having

stepped luto a oruoible of molten iron. My
right foot to the shoe top was fearfully
burned. You oan get an idea of its severity
by my telling you that I was unable to walk:
for mouths. I suppose my blood was bad,
as the place did not seem to heal, Get¬
ting disoouraged at the slow progress
towards reoovery, I dootded to use S, S. S.',
and am pleased to say that the mediolne did
its work well, It went into the oiroulafcion,
thoroughly oleaneud and enrlolud my blood,
and in due time the affected area began to
heal. To-day it is entirely healed, and S.S.S,
deserves great credit for what it did for me.
ISO Pearson St. » CHARLES HUNTER,

Mon» for United Stale» Senato and Stain
officers aro edtítíertiodj a drastic primary
law something like that, of .Minnesota,
under which the State should pay Ihn
expense» of the primary election, or at
leant should contribuì«* the major pot·.
Mon thereof, This would give to the meri¬
torious candidala,-however poor, nn equal
chance, and "would open I ho door of hopo
to doMcrvIng asplrantn to whom It. would
otherwise bo closed by his Inability to
meet the nccestmry und very largo ex¬
penses of such catidldaoy.

Very truly your»,
s JI. 11. RICHARDS.

Proni'Royal, Vn,

The Primary Here lo Stay.
Editor of The TlmeH-DIspntcli:
Sir,.Yours of the 30lh ultimo asking

ino whether or not,'· In my opinion, the
people In this section favor the prlmnry
plan of making nominations for public*
olllcps, and what I think of the Machen
bill now pending In tho General Assem¬
bly, and of tho propriety, on my Judg-
mont, of leaving the nominations of coun¬
ty and clIy.officers as now to the discre¬
tion of the local party authorities, bas
been received,
Ah to the primary plain Micro is a dl-,

vision of sentiment, but I believe a ma¬

jority of tho people In "this section favor
It, or, at least, favor giving It further
trial. I am one of those who do not ap¬
prove It. I believed at first that thé
change In tho method of making nomina¬
tions» was unwise and Inexpedient, and
my observation of tho operation of tho
primary-plan ????ß,??ß adoption has con¬

firmed my preconceived opinion. I would
repeal It and readopt tho old time-honored
plan of making nominations In conven,
lions. It was simple, caused no rankling
nor dissensions, and, what wa» very de¬
sirable, at stated periods brought tho
leader» arid the rank and filo of the par¬
ty ^together. Strife and Irritation, If any,
ended with the convention, and when Its
work *wn» done, rival candidates shook
his hand and pledged their loyalty and
support to tho nominee, and It was over

and tt'l went well. Net so In , the pri¬
mary. Tho canvans for the nomination
soon becomes heated, and at length de¬
generates Into crimination and recrimi¬
nation, and often, results In breachesi that
cannot be healed. Moreover, interest
centers and ends in the primary., Tho
election ?» a farce. (I see nothing but de¬
moralization and disintegration of Mie

party under.the primary system.)
And, say what they will, the convention

method affords no moro opportunities· for
manipulation than, and is as fair and
voices, tie will of tho people as truly a«,
the primary.
But tho primary ,1» hero and, I believe,

here to stay, and, if so, the plan should
bo left to the party authorities; and It
seems to. me. now. that .primaries have
been legalized and penalties have been
provided for violations of the law, the
plan now In effect, with some modifica^
Mon», will accomplish, so far as It Is
possible, the object in view, and no fur¬
ther legislation Is- necessary, rf, how¬
ever, we must have a general law gov¬
erning primaries, strip the bill of some

of Its details, strike out the section which
relates to tho manner of »electing the
judges and clerks of election and Insert
another providing for their appointment
by the party authorJHe», and pass the
Machen bill, which, cured of these de¬
fects, Is tho best of the '¦' kind that has
been offered. Not Miat tho Judges1 would
be "dragged Into politics," for they are

already. In, and, as everybody knows,
they are elected not only because of their
fitness and qualification, "but because of
their political convictions and the cour-

age of their convlctlonRv,as; well, and I
would not give a snap of my finger for a

judge who did not have both.and, hav¬
ing both, does not argue that"he" will not
hold tho scales of justice with an even

and impartial hand, but I want the whole
matter left to the party organizations.
The viva voce modo of voting is not

satisfactory. and should be abolished,
and it is best. In my Judgment, that the
method of nominating city and county
officers be left, as now, to the local par¬
ty- authorities.

Very truly- yours,
THOS. H. BARNES.

Elwood, Va,

County Depositaries.
Editor of The Tlmes-Dlspatch:
Sir,.Alient the defaulting county treas¬

urer and his official bond, which are such
thorns In the side of our Stato and Rive
our legislators so many difficult nutsjto
crack, I would offer a suggestion.
Why should we not adopt the county

depositary law, which has proved such a

success In Missouri, and which.' I am
informed, has rendered defaulting treas¬
urers unknown to, that State? ?

It Is not only a fact that no expenso
would be Incurred in giving this law a

test, but it is also truo that In Missouri
It has afforded a new source of revenue.
Tho general provisions of tho Statute

are briefly these:
The County Court of each tíounty, at Ita

May term, advertises for bids from bank¬
ing corporations or Individual bankers,
In or adjacent to the county, for the de¬
posit of the county funds for the ensu¬
ing two years. These bids are on the
basis of a percentum on the average
monthly balances, and .tho bank offering
the highest bid is designated as the
county depositary for tho ensuing two
years. -Within five days after being so

designated, such bank is required to, give
bond, with approved, security, to-wlt:
Personal security from individuals own¬
ing real estate worth, aftor deduction of
all debts and liabilities of tho owner, at
least double the toUil estimated county
deposits for the year. After this'bond .as
been given and approved by the County
Court, the law makes it a duty of the
county treasurer (who still gives his reg¬
ular bond, just as our treasurers do now)
to immediately, upon receipt by him, turn
over to the county depositary/all funds,
of whatever nature, belonging to tho
county nnd coming Into his hunda. For
failure to so Immediately turn over euch
funds ho Is responsible to the depositary!
lit tho penalty of ten por centum por
month, or fractional purt thereof, on all
amounts so withheld, and his official
bond Is made responsible for same. All
county warrants aro drawn on tho county
treasurer, ho In turn drawing hia check
upon.tho county depositary. The treasu¬
rer Is required to mojte a settlement every
three months, and is responsible upon his
otllclal bonds for all funds coming Into his
hands until turned over to the county
depositary, which becomes responsible
fron» that time.
Tho law thus not only safeguards a

¦woak. Incompetent or dishonest officiai,
but It relieves every treasurer of a pu.it
ofctho responsibility which la, under out-
present luw, Incident to his office. Be¬
sides this It affords a considerable source
of Income, for tho banks are anxious to
bo designated as depositaries, not
only because they have the handling of
tho county funds, but on account of tho
advertisement which bolng so designated
necessarily affords them, They, therefore
pay a liberal percentage.
In a.' Jotter, under date of the fith In¬

stant, nn official of tho Stale of Missouri
says:
"I must say that this law (tho county

depositary statuto) baa given very gen¬
eral satisfaction over our entire State,
so far as I havo heard expression. In ad¬
dition to affording a dotib« safeguard for
the county funds, It brings In quite a
little sum to each county In tho way of
Intorost on Its deposits, which, under our
old law, the counties did not get, bqt
Was a persoutil perquisito to tho county
treasttror."
Thfa law lias been In forco In Missouri

for ton or fifteen years, and, .00 will be
Been from the above extraot, there Is at
least no oomplatnt ugalnst It, which cer¬
tainly Indicates a higher esteem than
our prosent law touching county treas¬
urers enjoys.
In addition to tho above provisions, I

would s_g_ost that it be mano Ipso facto
larceny for a treasure«-' to withhold from
'the depositary for a 1??\_<_* Burlo _ __m
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ten days any county funds collected by-
him.

lif the Legislature should, In Its wis¬
dom, see fit to place euch a law upon
our statute books, I see no reason Why
tho defaulting county treasurer should
longer remain a menace to our material
prosperity and a disgrace to our official
records. Under this law a perfect sys¬
tem of chocks and balances ls established*;
the tax books show the amounts which
should be collected. Tho receipts of the
depositary show tho amount which has
been collected, and the tax tickets in
hand show the amount of the «leltnquen-
cles. Consequently, a settlement with a

county treasurer under this law Is, at any
time, a matter of minutes, and results in
positive and definite Information, while
under our present law such a settlement
sometimes requires days for its comple¬
tion, and not Infrequently leaves the
would-be auditors but little wiser than
they wore when they commenced. Another
advantage Is to be found In the fact that
¦when tho "amount In hand" ls ascer¬

tained. It ls always there.
I should be glad to have you give this

law editorial consideration, and l,f It
possesses the merits which It appears to

present, I feel assured your efficient ef¬
forts to secure Its adoption by our Leg¬
islature woulri be appreciated by tho peo?
pie of the State.

Yours very truly,_
HOWELL C. FEA^HERSTON.

Lyncbburg, Va,, Feb. 11, 1901.
m ·

v

Ethics and Christian Ethics.
editor of The Tlmes-Dlspatch:
Sir,.There Is a code of ethics hased^

upon common feelings and desires of the'
human mind and heart, and Is of almost
universal application In the worldly re¬

lations ot men. This prescribed rule of
action does not take account of nation¬
ality''nor religious belief, but Involves
common obligation upon all men as being
of one blood and common origin. And this
obligation i's Inviolate except when it is
made void at some point by a higher
law. This moral law, as above defined,
existed prior to tho law of love as re¬

vealed In .its fullness by Christ, but the
law of love In Christ introduces a new

relation among men which -gives to the
golden rulo an interpretation at variance
somewhat with human ethics. (I say that
the law of God as revealed In Christ In¬
terprets the golden rule, because It was

expressed, at least negatively, before the
rovelatlon· of tho Messiah.) Ethics, hu¬
manly defined, takes account ot the
oneness of the human race, and knows
nothing of a difference· of religious belief
or spiritual regeneration; but "the law of
life In Christ Jesus hath made me free
from the law of sin and. death,' and,
therefore, my Christian duty requires that
I recognize this difference. This distinction
between myself and my lost neighbor In¬
troduces dnto my life a new code ot ethics
which' ls the true basis of the golden rule
as a Christian law. The New Testament
teaches me .that if a man comes "my
way teaching a doctrine contrary to the
Gospel of Christ, I shall not take him
In. I am obliged to turn hlrn nslda as

ono who Is dangerous to the Christian
fnlth. But the golden rule Interpreted by
mun, apart from Christian law, will not
excuse me If I refuse. to take him in.
I should bo told that ho Is human and
has human feeling, like unto ray own.

and I being put In his position would
desire food and shelter, But it is hardly
possible to put a Christian man In the,
place ot ono who makes it his business to'
teach an antl-Chrlstlan doctrine. I can

suppose myself to be In his position, but
this would not so adjust the mattor as to

give a true basis for tho exercise of tho
golden rule as a Christian law; I musi
supposo myself to be In his position and
also Ids condition. And knowing the love
of Christ, and salvation through Him, ?
am obliged to view the situation from a

purely Christian standpoint, and say If
I were in that man's position and condi¬
tion, I should be glad to tío rescued from
it, oven though through extreme moans.
But It may be objected that ethics does
not havo a caro for a man's condition so
long as ho ls satisfied with It, and It
presents respectable appearance. Hut this
Is not truo of Christian ethics, and
should tho golden ruin be so Interpreted
as to thus restrict tho missionary work
of tho church', the kingdom «if Christ
would bo handicapped by,one of Its chief
tenets. To thus interpret the golden rule
would rob It of direct divino authorship
and place It In direct opposition to the
great commission of our Lord.
The Christian duty does not end with
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putting the word of God where it is want¬
ed.
This construction of the law and -the

prophets would cast a shadow across tb#
halo about the brows of the sainted
martyrs who suffered death because they
preached tho word when It was not de¬
sired. I think Christ's purpose In the
great commission is to put th/> Gospel
whore it is needed. If 'wo say that wn

violate Christian ethics when wo put the
Bible where It Is not wanted, we sanction
tho spirit of the parliament of religions,
dnd Bay that our religion Is one of the
many religions of the globe, and we

don't want missionaries disturbing our

faith, and, therefore, wo shall not vio¬
late tho golden rule by disturbing theirs.
This Is a conception of tho golden rulo

which -this sorlbe Is not able to compre·«,
jhend. Is It more In accordance with the
golden rule to givo the New Testament to
the Catholics of Rome and the South
Amerlcaa States than It Is to give it to
the Jews of the United States? This
seems to bo a case In which distance
lends authority to tho law. This concep¬
tion of Christian ethics, if generally ac¬

cepted, would put the mort of our for¬
eign missionaries out of work, and wo

should have to ho content with preaching
and teaching the gospel of Christ only
when it is Invited by unanimous vote.
This discussion does not touch the ques¬
tion of church and' State, but it is op¬
posed to the claim that tor put tho Bible
in our public schools would violate
Christian ethics because Micro aro somo

pupils and teachers In them who do not
bellove fn Christ.

I do not thing, however, that It would bo
contrary ,to Christian principle to require
one who does not believe In Christ to
teach the New Testament. ,And for this
reason I should not" be willing for the
State to enforce the use of the New Tes¬
tament In all schools as a: text-book.
But I see no reason why tho Bible should
not be put In all schools to bo taught
In certain grades. Every teacher does·
not teach all tho books prescribed for
public schools; teachers are appointed to
teach the books, 'they aro prepared to
teach; and, on the same principle, the
Bible could havo Its place or grade, and
be taught by one who Is prepared to
teach It. Some teachers are prepared to
teach geometry and some are not, and
these must be content to teach what tho*y
know, and I can sea no'reason why the

Bible should not have Its place In tho

graded school and be taught by ono who
fs qualified to teach It.
I do not think the State can formulate

a creed for schools," since they represent
all denominations. This Is more than any
church has ever done.. And I don't think
It Is consistent for any churchman to
suggest a creed n s being suited to tho
needs of ail people. I think when such
a creed is formulated It should bo pre¬
sented to the churches, and not the Stato
nor State schools, bocauso a creed that is
good enough for the children of all de¬
nominations is sufficient for the churches
of all denominations.
We may consistently withhold the Bi¬

ble from schools on tho ground of sepa¬
ration of ohurch and Stato, but It Is
hardily consistent to withhold It on the
claim that to adopt It would be a viola- I

tlon of Christian" ethics.
LANDON GREEN.

Manchester, Va.

Favor the Primary.
Editor of The Times-Dispatch:
Sir..In answer to your favor of Jan¬

uary 30th, I would say:
1. I think the people In this section

favor tho primary plan for nomination
in public offices.

2, A very largo majority of them aro
opposed to giving tholr voto oponly, or

viva voce.
3; I havo scon no ono who favors tho

Machen primary bill, and personally I
should bo opposed to any such scheme.
My opinion Is that the several political
parties should settlo to suit themselves
the' metho.i of nominating tholr candi¬
dates, Tho present primary law seems to
mo to bo a sufficient protection in prl
mary elections..

4. It is best, In mv judgment, that tho
method of nominating county and city
officers bo left to the discretion of the
local parties, as now.

Tours truly,
BORERT G1LL1AM.

Petersburg, Va.

Selecting School Books.
Editor of The Tlmes-Dlspatch:
Sii,.It may bo presumptuous In an

humble citizen, though ono deeply inter¬
ested in the-welfare of the publia schools,
especially tho ungraded country schools,
ti express nn opinion In conillct with
tho utterances of that moulder of opin¬
ions, "The Tlmes-Dlspatch;" yet I feel
you will grant that my opinion to mo is
as yours to you, my l'alth.
You say, and truly, "Our State Board

of Education Is In the highest degree en-

pablo of choosing books ??? the punito
schools of this Stato." Vos, this board is
eminently qualified to select the very best
books for college» and universities, but
am they, can they be. familiar with the
wants of the ungraded country schools?
I am lu receipt of some butors from the
bent nndi most experienced teachers In
Caroline, In reply to a Utter addressed
t-i them by me. asking thnlr opinions of
the books now In uso In our schools. This
Idea Is expressed by nil. "Who-are capa¬
ble of selecting text-books suitable for
tlio sohool?" Answer.' Tim competent,
faithful and deeply Interested teacher of
that partlcuar school. This la certainly
my opinion.

I am sorry It- Iti noi. tho ? I aw Tim Times.
Dispatoh takes of tho iiubject. Will you
poimit mo to usk a, question'. Though
Mila Stato Hoard Is all you suv, composed
of men of ability, men tlaoply Interested
In their duties, men as competent us can

be found anywhere; yet, are they tho
best fitted to select the equipments for
most successfully conducting Tho Timcs-
DlspaU-h?
Don't you think there are men con¬

nected with your paper moiu capabl« of
doing this particular work than any man
o? _od_ o£ me_ no/. £-___Uiai- with Uie_

'-:-.$
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needs and acquainted as to the merit«
of machines, types, etc.? You, ask the
host, teachers In your city: Who is th·
best Judgo of the books t·-. be used In
the schools? I feel sura they will tell
you: There is only one standard by. which-
text-books can be fairly ludged, via. :

tholr adaptability to tho work for which
they were written, tested in the school-'
room by a good teacher. This ls especial-
ly true In tho country schools. I think,
the present plan of selecting text-books,
as outlined! by State Board of Eduoatlon, .·.

a most admirable ·??ß, and that no
changea will be made In 11,
Tho teachers of my county are deeply

Interested, and are giving tht> books their
most careful attention and will report
to me tholr opinion.

JOHN WASHINGTON. G
.Milton!, Va.

How to Work the Roads.
editor of Tho TlmesVDispatch:
Sir..Under the prosent road law, which

Is very nearly llko the proposed Ed-
mondson law, we have an average of
twenty-live road offiolals to each county-
Bay one hundred counties In tho State-
gives 2.500 road officials. Tills pay Is sup¬
posed to consumo fifty por cent, of all
road tax. 1 suggest a change nothing
like so expensive,
To Illustrate, ?a?ß the county of Cui·,

poper, with a road tax fund at. say,
$0,000. $3,000, or fifty per cent, of this. Is
consumed in the pay of officials. Suppose
you have ono State commissioner, salary
$2.000; one clerk. $1,000. $3,000 of this, di¬
vided between ono hundred counties, Is
$30 to the county. Then ono county com¬
missioner, salary $£00, makes pay of offi¬
cials $8?0, aguiu.it !3.000. or a saving to

go to roud«i of $2,1"Q for one county, or

$217,000 for the entire Htiito of ono hun¬
dred counties. The State commissioner
to be olected by tho people, and he to se¬

lect the clerk. This Stute commissioner of
roads slid commissioner ot agricultura
and the circuit Judgo elect the county
commissioner», and he subject to reinoval
by the same board on proof of unflttiess
or neglect of duty. The county commis¬
sioner to have entire charge of roads und
bridges In his county, and where practi¬
cable ho is to employ the furnier or

other resident near and along tho road,
to repair, subject to hi« Inspection, «pee·
ideation and direction, as to cost, etc,
And this puts the road repair m tn*

hands of the near-by resident and t.i«

most Interested parties lu good and per¬
manent work. It also gives the near-by
resident «he chance to pay his road 'a.

in work, which should make It a v«-ry

popular mode of keeping ««ur routls m re¬

pair. In Cedar Mountain District, Of
Culpener county, we have a road bo« Ml.
consisting of one siipervU-.ir, one road
commission«-!·, on» clwrk. five load ov.-i-

seere-u total of eighl offlflul*. 'the «alilo

proportion for five dlstri.-U give« f«>rty
officials for tin,· «¡aunty and 4/·*» <>(ttcfe|«
for the Stute. To b.« ineld«*, I put It a|
"AW forJhe State. uumv

[/ jYtoto«, y*,


